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he intended to make a serious attack on Dresden,
in which case he should have provided means of
crossing the moats and climbing the walls, or
whether he meant merely to make a demonstra-
tion in order to find out the strength of the enemy.
There was no unity in the operations, weak forces
being advanced against strong points and the
whole battle line being too long for efficiency. All
this had destroyed the confidence of the troops,
and utter dispiritedness seized upon them when
during the night such a rain descended that no
camp-fires could be kept burning. A war council
nevertheless had decided that the battle should be
resumed on the following day, and the attack of
the French began already at seven in the morning.
Into the details of the fighting we cannot enter.
From the time of the wounding of Moreau, about
one o'clock, headquarters seemed utterly in-
capable of giving commands. Shortly after three
came the announcement that the left wing had
been entirely annihilated, and it was determined
to break off the battle and begin a retreat.

In this the first serious operation . attempted
since the expiration of the truce, Schwarzenberg
had signally failed. In the battle itself he had
lost 20,000 men, in the next two days of retreat
5000 more. It was in the direction of Bohemia that
he retired, but the defiles of the Erzgebirge were
first to be traversed and there was great danger that
here some of the detachments sent by Napoleon
would cut them off and inflict great damage.